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A few of his favorites
Food- Chicken
Color- Red
Book- Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
Movie- “Deadpool”
Type of Music- X Ambassadors, Ed
Sheeran, and The Score
Teacher- Mr. Jay Zimmerman
Subject- Math
Childhood Memory- His first soccer game
Quote- “Behind the scenes is where the
 work is done.” - Usain Bolt

Senior Spots

By MADDI COLLINS

 Josh Gaus. A very lovable guy 
that gets lots of attention from everybody, 
but is very uncomfortable with all of that 
attention. That’s how many people would 
describe the latest drum major.
 Throughout his four years in 
high school, Josh has been involved in 
Band, Boy Scouts, Choir, Chorale, Dra-
ma, French Honor Society, National Hon-
or Society, Orchestra, and Soccer. One of 
his biggest accomplishments would be 
achieving the title of drum major. Josh felt 
like he did well with the audition process 
and was very happy that band director Mr. 
Jay Zimmerman chose him for the job.
 “Josh is dedicated to the job. He 
puts in a lot of time learning how to do 
things with me and the other staff mem-
bers. He’s able to be a good leader with 
us while keeping up his grades and being 
a soccer player. His work ethic is pretty 
darn good,” Mr. Zimmerman said.
 While he does not know where 
he wants to go to college yet, Josh wants 
to major in either Environmental Engi-
neering or Sports Medicine. Alongside 
that, he plans on continuing to play soc-
cer and playing music. However, Josh will 
miss many aspects of Bellefonte when he 
leaves.
  “I’m going to miss the commu-
nity. With myself being both in the music 

department and in sports, I’ve been able 
to meet a lot of people. This is one of the 
places I ended up loving coming to. You 
can do anything you want and be accepted 
by somebody,” Josh said.
 Every high schooler is bound to 
make some moments that they will re-
member forever, and many of Josh’s were 
because of the Fine Arts department.
 “The Fine Arts have given me 
a chance to be in the PEMA. I’ve made 
so many memories that are going to last a 
lifetime and friends who I never would’ve 
met otherwise,” Josh said.
 Senior Max Theur has been one 
of Josh’s closest friends since the fifth 
grade. They met through jazz band where 
Josh played the bass and stayed close ever 
since.
 “Josh is a really dedicated, tal-
ented, and overall friendly dude. Always 
greeting me in the hallway, always helping 
out, and always knowing what he’s talk-
ing about. He is a leader and role model 
in the band, especially as he’s the drum 
major. He’s aware of his own humor, and 
can both tell and take jokes. All in all, he’s 
a genuine guy,” Max said.
 For Choir and Drama advisor 
Mr. Eric Brinser, Josh is very conscien-
tious in Choir, however, he is always on 
part and keeps everyone focused on the 
task at hand.
 “I met him three years ago. He 

was very quiet but very talented. I think 
he was sort of finding his voice and now 
he’s one of my vocal leaders which is fan-
tastic,” Mr. Brinser said.
 Josh has come out of his shell 
over the past few years. He was put in the 
spotlight a lot more than he wanted to be 
but both his friends and teachers helped 
him be more okay with all the attention 
and to just be himself. One of his biggest 
helpers was Mr. Zimmerman as he con-
tinuously supported him throughout his 
high school career.
 “He taught me that it doesn’t re-
ally matter what you do. As long as you’re 
having fun doing it, you’re doing some-
thing right,” Josh said.
 When many people think of Josh 
Gaus, they almost always think of his 
sense of humor. Alongside that however, 
some of the funniest things happen to 
Josh.
 “Both of his parents are very sup-
portive and all last year they would all be 
here, they would have three cars here and 
they would all go home, but Josh would 
be sitting here in the parking lot. They 
thought someone had him but none of 
them had him. Jayme [Zimmerman] took 
him home so many times last year because 
he was there by himself. Band Camp per-
formance night; performance is over in the 
gym, everybody goes home, I go to Home 
Delivery to get some dinner, and there sits 

Frank and Charlene Gaus, Noah took off, 
and guess who’s in the parking lot? Josh 
Gaus. They left him at the school again. 
They love him, but it’s part of being Josh 
Gaus,” Mr. Zimmerman said.
 One thing that many people love 
about Josh is his ability to be able to take 
a joke and have fun when he’s not too 
busy.
 “He has a great sense of humor 
and doesn’t take himself too seriously 
which is always a good thing,” Mr. Brin-
ser said.
 Josh has inspired many people 
without really trying with his good hu-
mor and dedication to the fine arts, sports, 
and his academics, and has proved to be a 
great role model for many.
 “As a person, Josh has definitely 
influenced a number aspects of my life. 
Josh’s dedication to the fine arts and his 
academics are inspiring. He takes every-
thing he does seriously and does it with 
purpose and mastery. It inspires many 
people, not just myself, to do the same,” 
Max said.
 For underclassmen, Josh has 
some advice in order to help them succeed 
while having fun at the same time.
 “Do as much as you can because 
I’m never gonna get the chance to do a lot 
of this stuff again in the next few years. 
High school is just one of those places 
where you can just do it,” Josh said.

Not a wild Gaus chase

An all-around gal

By EDDIE FITZ

 Leadership, determination, 
dedication. These three words de-
fine senior Alana Masullo’s attitude 
on the field as well as in classroom. 
Alana has been one of the more un-
sung heroes to grace the halls of 
Bellefonte High, but the lives of her 
teachers, friends, and team are what 
will cement her legacy. 
 Alana is involved in many 
extracurricular activities, includ-
ing being President of the National 
Honor Society, part of the Raider 
Revolution team, and a huge part of 
the girl’s varsity soccer team. Alana 
puts in countless hours and effort 
into everything that she does. She 
chooses to lead by example and lets 
the rest come to her.
 “My advice to underclass-
men is to never give up and try your 
hardest. I know how cliche that is 
but I have faced difficulties, but 
pushing through them has made me 
a better student and overall person. 
Don’t be discouraged by a bad grade 
or because a friend did better than 
you. Learn from your mistakes and 
keep going,” Alana said.
 With soccer being a major 
part of her life, Alana has worked 

very hard to be one of the top de-
fenders in the Mountain League. 
Last season, Alana was awarded 
with the Mountain League MVP for 
her hard play and sportsmanship on 
the pitch. 
 “ On the field, Alana is ag-
gressive, skilled, and fast. Her speed 
has to be one of her best assets as a 
soccer player. She has gotten many 
compliments from opposing coaches 
on her defensive abilities and being 
able to stop other team’s offensive 
threats,” Coach Miller said.
 Alana’s teammates also at-
tribute her talent and success for her 
coal leadership on the pitch. She is 
a strong vocal leader and is always 
able to help direct the play even 
when it’s not with her. 
 “Alana is an excellent leader. 
She leads by example always putting 
100% into any practice and/or game. 
She is vocal and keeps the team’s 
goals in focus and is constantly re-
minding the team of their ultimate 
goal,” Coach Miller said. 
 Of course, Alana doesn’t 
take all the credit for her success, 
and she believes that soccer is still a 
team sport.
 “My best friends are my 
teammates because they are always 

there to support me and make me 
laugh,” Alana said.
 On the academic side, Alana 
always keeps her eyes on the prize. 
Being NHS president, Alana takes 
her academics very seriously. She 
strives for the best, and does all that 
she can to make to be the best person 
she can be.
 “My family really pushes me 
to be better every day. They push me 
to work harder and without them I 
wouldn’t be where I am today. I nev-
er want to disappoint my family so I 
really try for them to be better than 
the previous day,” Alana said
 Alana is also an active 
member of Raider Nation. Some of 
her favorite high school memories 
came from the Friday night foot-
ball games. She enjoys going to the 
football games, laughing with her 
friends ,and cheering on her school. 
She puts a lot of pride in being a Red 
Raider and it shows through not only 
what her friends think about her, but 
what her teachers think as well.
 “Alana always had a great 
sense of humor. Everyday she made 
my class fun and exciting. I also re-
ally enjoyed her cartwheeling skills,” 
goverment teacher Mrs. Allyson 
Durney said.

 For Alana, it’s not just about 
being a good teammate, or a good 
student. It’s about being a good 
friend. Alana has a close knit group 
of friends whom she is very close 
with. One of her closest friends is 
her teammate and fellow senior Me-
gan Elnitski.
 “Alana is one of my closest 
friends. She’s loyal and just a great 
person all around. I’m lucky to have 
her as a friend on and off the field,” 
Megan said. 
 Looking on to the future 
Alana plans to go to college, and 
enter a career within social services. 
She wants to be able to help others 
and help them get through troubled 
times. While Alana may not be the 
most prominent figure in the school, 
she will leave her mark on Bellefon-
te High as a true Red Raider. 
 “Alana and I have been 
friends for forever. She is a car-
ing, sarcastic, funny, caring, and 
an amazing best friend. I wouldn’t 
know what to do if she wasn’t in my 
life. She is a great leader on and off 
the soccer team and pushes herself 
to be her bet. She is key to the suc-
cess of of our soccer team,” senior 
Gabbie Pighetti said.

A few of her favorites
Food- Chinese
Color- Maroon
Book- Outcasts United by Warren St. John
Movie- No specific movies
Type of Music- R&B
Teacher- Miss Victoria Butch
Subject- History
Childhood Memory- My family vacation to 
Disney World when I was seven.

Quote- “The only real mistake is the one from  
which we learn nothing” - John Powell
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Ask Us
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STAFF REPORT

 Submit questions to the Red and White staff or to Room 233. We 
will dutifully supply your questions with helpful and satirical answers.

How do I get to Mrs. Lloyd’s room in order to ask a question about her 
dog?

Keep walking until you find it. Say, if you want to get to Mrs. Lloyd’s room 
to ask her a question about her dog, you’re going to want to start at Room 
233. Then go towards the ramp. Once you reach the top of the ramp without 
falling down it, turn left. Go past rooms 241, 242, 243, and 219 without 
stepping on the gray tiles. Once at the corner, turn left. As you walk down 
the hallway towards Room 222, you will need to turn left once again. Go 
past rooms 225, 227, and 228 without stepping on the red tiles. Once you 
get to the top of the steps turn left and go past 229, 231, and 232. You now 
have reached your destination. 

How do you get on a teacher’s good side?

First you gotta never do your homework and always use your phone during 
class especially in the locker room. You’ve got to be late to your class too. 
What’s the rush anyways? Make sure you break all the stuff they have in 
their room. You should talk to your friends the whole class,  even while the 
teachers talking - they love that! After you do all that, if you aren’t on their 
good side, they’ll never like you.

How do you get away with texting in class?

To get away with texting in class, you’ll need to ask a friend to help. Have 
your friend jump up on the desk and start yelling, because by the time they’re 
done yelling, you would have finished typing your text. Another way of get-
ting away with texting in class is you have to throw something across the 
room and everyone will be looking at that object and not you. Make sure the 
object is big enough to cause a scene, but not so big that it hurts someone 
or breaks something. A stuffed animal would do the trick. The last way to 
get away with texting is just walk out of the class and text the person, then 
walk back in. If those don’t work for you, just hide the phone in a book and 
pretend to read.

How do I decide to pack or buy?

First, you have to determine how picky you are with food. Then, if you 
want to spend tons of time preparing your packed lunch. Because you need 
a fruit, vegetable, grain, dairy, and proteins. Or, you can spend tons of time 
in the lunch line. Then, while in the lunch line, you have to decide between 
the many options they give you. Plus, if you want to get extra food and 
spend a lot of money on your meal. Plus, a deciding factor is if you are re-
ally hungry or not. Because if you pack you can eat your lunch right away. 
But, if you buy your lunch you have to wait awhile. Then, once you finally 
get out of the lunch line you have to eat your meal like you are in a race to 
see who can eat their food the fastest.  Really, it is up to you which style of 
eating your prefer. 

How am I going to survive taking more than one AP class this year?

You start by never studying, everything you need to know is going to be 
discussed in class and there’s no need for outside work to be done. So when 
it comes to homework, no need to do that either. Since you’re taking more 
than one you don’t want to overwhelm yourself with all that work. And if 
you think you got a grip on what you’re doing, don’t even bother paying 
attention in class, teach yourself the day before your exam at the end of the 
year and you’ll be good!

STAFF REPORT

 High school students are bound to say some outrageous 
things. Here are some of the craziest things the Red and White staff 
has noted during the start of the school year:

Girl in the hall: Lasagna is basically just spaghetti cake.

Boy at lunch: I’ll share my applesauce with you if you go on 
a date with me.

Boy in the hall: Look how crusty my shirt is!

Boy in lunch: I love this Asian expired chicken!

Boy at Lunch: I only drink meat.

Girl at lunch: Ice cream doesn’t go to the stomach. It goes 
to the heart. If that heart is full, it goes to the second heart. 
*points to the brain*

Boy in the hall: I used to like school, until my grades quit 
liking me.

Girl in physical education class: I wish my score was based on 
how well my makeup looked today before I came to class. 

Girl in math class: I’m not going to be able to concentrate in 
class today. My goldfish died last night.

Boy in hall: When my mom asked me what my goals for the 
school year were, I told her that I hope to cut my daily naps 
down to two hours instead of four.

Boy waiting for bus: I’m king of the world *screaming as he 
pounds on his chest*

Boy in line for lunch: If they don’t serve Walking Tacos to-
day, I’m walking. Out.

Girl at lunch table: Listen up! I have something important to 
tell you. *waits until the group gets quiet* Darn it, I forgot 
what I was going to say.

Teacher Photo Meme Contest
STAFF REPORT

 Sometimes we snap embarrassing pictures of the teachers in 
Bellefonte High School, then we ask the student body to write captions. 
Here is our frst teacher meme of the year, physics teacher Mr. Kevin 
Harman.

“We got 99 Chromebooks 
and you all own 1.” -N.P.

“When you have to skip chapter 7.”- J.B.

“When he asks if all the Chromebooks 
are fair, yes?” -E.F.

“Fifteen minutes into ‘ya-vol’ and chill 
and he gives you this look.” - E.F.

“When they ask if there’s fake news on 
the chromebooks.” -L.C.

“When your students can’t do physics so 
you block all the websites.” -E.F.

“‘Ya-vol’?” -B.F.

“When you win a McDonalds giveaway 
of a lifetime of free Chromebooks.” -N.P.

“When you hoard Chromebooks like  
you hoard apples.” -N.P.

“Girl, you are more basic than my 
first seven equations.” -B.D.

#winningmeme
“A project in motion will stay in motion unless the website is blocked.” - Jacob Frey



The List:

Teacher Snaps and No Snaps
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No Snaps to students not showing work on 
math problems. Tell us the whole story!

No Snaps to student athletes with illnesses 
or injuries. Stay safe out there!

No Snaps to rain at the Homecoming game. 
Fall weather just isn’t on our side.

No Snaps to negative attitudes. Whether from 
students or staff, it does not do any good.

Snaps to empowering others. It makes the 
world a better place.

Snaps to joining Spirit Week. It makes the 
week go by faster!

 
By ANONYMOUS 
 
 The emphasis on athletics hasn’t heavily changed since I was in high school. The 
draw of belonging and bettering oneself still appeals to many students. Athletics inspire sports-
manship and teamwork while teaching discipline and hard work. None of this is new to me. 
What is new to me is having to “Pay to Play.”  
 Nationally, and in Pennsylvania,“Pay to Play” has become extremely popular in the 
last 5 years. Taxpayers have voiced dissatisfaction for tax increases to help offset costs of new 
athletic facilities or equipment that they don’t personally support. This “Pay to Participate” op-
tion (what it really should be called as no one is ever guaranteed playing time) is often heralded 
by taxpayers who disapprove of money going somewhere they disagree with. These citizens 
aren’t against money going to education, just money going to sports. There are, however, a 
large body of taxpayers, myself included, that feel “Pay to Play” policies are dangerously un-
fair and foolish.
 Policies of paying to participate in public schools are unfair. Multi-sport athletes could 
miss opportunities because of expensive fees that easily hit over several hundred dollars. Jerry 
Snodgrass, former Associate Commissioner of the Ohio State High School Activities Associa-
tion, argues that even though states could offer fee waivers to those that aren’t economically 
advantaged, “many kids are reticent to be painted with a broad brush of a ‘poor kid’ and often 
would rather not play than be revealed as someone who needs assistance.” Snodgrass also ar-

gued, “if sports are truly educational in na-
ture and an important part of a broad based 
development, why should students have to 
pay extra for it?”
   It’s imperative that public schools 
offer education in multiple formats. In fact, 
providing students options to learn both in 
and out of the classroom, with equal access, 
is essential to Bellefonte Area School Dis-
trict’s vision statement: “Working collab-
oratively, we inspire a passion for learning, 
a commitment to excellence, and a respect 
for individuals and diversity as we prepare 

all students to be successful in an ever-changing global society.” 
 If we at Bellefonte don’t provide these environments, where will students learn?  It’s 
not the job of public schools to decide what lessons should be taught where. This unfair policy 
benefits well-connected students and leaves out those who are simply unable to pay.
 Sports provide an outside avenue to not only achieve our vision, but to create the best, 
well-rounded, global citizens. Working collaboratively with respect for individuals is para-
mount to success in today’s ever-changing world. Taking away opportunities from students 
because they (or their families) don’t have enough money is unfair. Specifically, it takes away 
opportunities from about 514 sports student at BAHS, many of these athletes are also multi-
sport athletes. If students are required to pay, there would be a portion of students who only 
have enough money to participate in one sport. Students shouldn’t have to choose.
 Why should athletes be the only penalized students? What about charging students 
to participate in ANY extracurricular? Bellefonte currently has 382 students involved in clubs 
and Fine Arts. If a district charges for athletics, what would stop them from charging to partici-
pate in anything? As a proud past participant on the fine arts and athletics, I find a policy like 
“Pay to Play” dangerous. It shifts educational focus to money, and away from the best needs 
and interests of students.
 If taxpayers want to have a say in the spending of tax dollars, they shouldn’t try to ini-
tiate policies that take opportunities away from children, but instead focus on electing a fiscally 
responsible school board. It’s the taxpayer’s responsibility to vote out school board members 
who mismanage funds. Careful investment, diligent planning, and a transparent agenda by a 
school board provide a “win” for all students, taxpayers, teachers, and community members.
 Equal, access to athletics has enriched my own life, the lives of BASD students, and 
our community.  A policy like “Pay to Play” would make our district’s motto of “BE Informed, 
BE Involved, BE Connected, BElong in BEllefonte” nearly impossible.  I’m proud to work 
(and pay taxes) in a district that aims to support student’s best interests and hasn’t initiated this 
unfair policy. 

Student Snaps and No Snaps

Should you pay to Play. . .or do you say “no way!”
By ANONYMOUS 
 
 There are many valid points, on both sides, of this issue. How-
ever, in the end, the Pay to Play side has one overwhelming factor in its 
favor: equity. This entire issue can be boiled down to this one word. 
 Many people are loathed to admit that the current system is not 
equal. It is because of a number of factors. Let us take them one at a 
time. The current system is unequal regarding economics. It is unfair 
economically in two ways. First, we, at BAHS, have many fine clubs, 
activities and organizations. If you belong to any of them good for you, 
and I applaud you for your involvement. But, as you read these words, 
do recall the countless hours that you fundraised, or the amount of 
money you paid in dues, to participate. 
 As a parent (and advisor to many such organizations), I know 
the amount of time and money needed to be raised to be able to partici-
pate. I am fully aware that many students have to choose between these 
fine organizations because of the time and money involved to partici-
pate. It is unfortunate that you have to choose, and in an ideal world, 
you would not. But in the end, if non-sport students have to make a 
choice between clubs/organizations be-
cause of economics, then sport students 
should be no different. I am sure that the 
anti-Pay to Play side will argue that stu-
dents would have to choose between dif-
ferent sports and thus, they can’t play all 
of their sport interests due to economics. 
And, I agree with that statement. How-
ever, non-sport students already make 
this choice in our district. Therefore, the 
current system unfairly favors, economi-
cally, the sport students. 
 The second economic inequal-
ity is within our community. In our fine community, over 30% of our 
families attending Bellefonte School District are classified economi-
cally disadvantaged. Yet, these fine people, and all others in our town, 
tirelessly support public education. They support our kids, ourselves 
as faculty, and our administration. We all pay our taxes because we 
all believe that public education is the way to grow as a society and 
as a nation. But, that is what our taxes should go towards--education. 
It is unfair to have tax dollars support extracurricular activities. While 
extracurricular activities are vitally important to a student’s growth, 
they are by definition, “extra.” Therefore, our community’s tax dollars 
should go solely to the student’s educational needs: books, lab equip-
ment, technology and yes, teachers and staff.   
 If a community member wants to support a student’s extracur-
ricular involvement, and I am one of them, I buy from their fundraisers, 
support their booster clubs etc… Tax dollars belong in the classroom 
and not supporting extras. In an ideal world, both would be economi-
cally supported through tax dollars. We do not live in such a world. 
And, since we do not live in such a world, the current system unfairly 
favors, economically, the sport students.
 In conclusion, the concept of Pay to Play has a negative conno-
tation.This phrase conjures up negative feelings. In many respect, the 
more accurate phrase should be Pay to Participate. Other, non-sport, 
students already do Pay to Participate in their non-sporting clubs, ac-
tivities and organizations. If Bellefonte School District implements 
this Pay to Participate system it would just be leveling the playing field 
for all of the student body.

Snaps to building effective relationships 
with students. Positive relationships are 
awesome.

Snaps to teaching students not to be afraid. 
Risks can make you stronger.

No Snaps to Elf on the Shelf. You’ve been-
tricking children for too many years!

No Snaps to dabbing. It’s getting a little 
old, don’t ya think?

No Snaps to fidget spinners. They’re dis-
tracting and I need to pass my classes.

No Snaps to 90 degree weather in the fall. 
That’s just not right.

Snaps to all of our student athletes for 
competing at their highest level.

Snaps to Halloween being right around 
the corner. Time to get our spook on!

Snaps to fall fashion. We’re looking for-
ward to the usual: boots and sweaters.

Snaps to fall festivals. Walking around 
in the crisp fall air and sipping hot cider 
sounds dreamy.
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By CAROLINE HELMS

 It has been widely discussed that the cur-
rent natural state of the U.S. is dangerous, with hur-
ricanes rolling in and a multitude of other storms 
steam rolling the terrain. But now, let’s take a closer 
look at the statistics as we are battered with the sec-
ond most natural disasters recorded in our history.
 The two large climate issues that faced 2017 
were Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Irma. Harvey 
hit Texas on August 25 and Irma battered Florida 
soon after. It is rare that two Category 4 hurricanes 
would form so close together. They have caused 
millions in reconstruction, leaving many families 
homeless and businesses destroyed. Here in Belle-
fonte, students in Key Club responded by having a 
bake sale to benefit the victims. 
 Earlier in the year, June to be specific, the 
West battled up to 27 large wildfires at a time. These 
fires burned nearly 180,000 acres of land. Now in 
September, it is reported that these fires have now 
devastated up to 2,000,000 acres. “This one in par-
ticular has been a longer season. It really hasn’t 

stopped since the fall of 2016,” said a representative 
of the National Interagency Fire Center. Though the 
hurricanes are draining millions of dollars, the fire 
fighting efforts have a bigger number to pitch; 1.75 
billion dollars.
 Taking a step away from the heat, a surpris-
ing amount of hail is battering the U.S. A hail storm 
in Denver created chaos with it’s baseball-sized 
balls of ice. In North Texas, there was hail the size 
of golfballs.
 A flash flood emergency in the Kansas city 
area left people stranded on their roofs in mid-Au-
gust. There were over 160 reported water rescues 
and one reported death. The extensive water dam-
age also presents yet another large financial disfunc-
tion.
 Is this climate change or is it simply coinci-
dental? Regardless, this list of tragedies have deeply 
affected America and deserve your thoughts and 
condolences. If you wish to help rebuild these areas, 
talk to teachers or refutable adults about what you 
can do for your country.

At a glance

What do you think?
100 BAHS students weigh in on the hurricanes that devasted the U.S.

A hurricane is an intense 
tropical storm with powerful 
winds and heavy rain

A tropical storm is classified 
as a hurricane with winds 
of 74 miles per hour or 
higher

Coastal regions are at the 
highest risk of hurricanes

Hurricanes are regions of 
low atmospheric pressure

By September 28, 2017, 13 
tropical storms had formed 
in the Atlantic Basin. 8 of 
these became hurricanes

About 70 deaths related 
to Hurricane Harvey have 
been reported to date in 
Texas

Karen Clark & Co. esti-
mates insured losses from 
Irma would be $18 billion 
in the United States

Statistics from Sciencekids.co.nz

Damage 
              across
                            the globe

Do you think the recent hurricanes 
were a result of  climate change?

Was there enough American media coverage 
on Hurricane Maria, which impacted the 

citizens in the U.S. territory of  Puerto Rico?

Do you think President Trump responded 
appropriately to help the victims of  the hurricanes?
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When disaster struck America

Bellefonte’s Mr. Wilson
lends a hand in Florida’s hurricane devastation 

By CAROLINE HELMS 
and MADDIE McCONNELL 

 In suit of Hurricane Harvey’s chaos, Hurri-
cane Irma rampaged across Florida at the beginning 
of September. Thousands rushed to help the victims 
of displacement and homelessness that still resided 
in Florida during the hurricane. One of those thou-
sands was Bellefonte’s very own Mike Wilson, the 
Driver’s Education teacher here at Bellefonte Area 
High School.
 Mr. Wilson worked with an organization 
called the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
or FEMA. FEMA supports citizens and first respond-
ers after major disasters. They work to rebuild and 
replenish affected areas while also improving their 
capability to prepare for “next time,” or other natural 
disasters.
 The Red Cross and the Salvation Army also 
worked closely with FEMA. The Red Cross is a hu-
manitarian organization that provides emergency 
medical attention and education. For those in need 
after disasters like Hurricane Irma, they also offer 
immediate relief. The Salvation Army provides care 
in a more overarching sense. They provide food, 
shelter, clothes and even counseling to those in 
need. Both of these organizations were directly on 
the scene with FEMA.
 “Pretty much every other agency would fall 
under FEMA. They are in charge of all operations 
that are carried out,” Mr. Wilson said. 
 As a volunteer firefighter, Mr. Wilson saw 
the destruction that Irma left behind and decided it 
was beyond anything he had ever seen before. The 
snap-decision to help the people of Florida was 
achievable, but it did not happen as fluidly as people 
might think.
 “I had to be decisive about the trip, because 
when I went down to Florida, there were very few 
places available to stay, flights were limited, they 
still had 20,000 in Lee County without power, many 
without a home, food or water to stay in the area,” 
Wilson said. “I can only take so much time off from 
school to make the trip and I decided to use my per-
sonal time to go down and help out as much as I 
could.”
 Besides just helping the citizens of Florida, Mr. 
Wilson had more personal reasons to make the trip. 

 “I have several friends and relatives in 
both Texas and Florida. Some of which suffered 
great devastation and others were able to help 
those affected by both Hurricanes, just like I as-
sisted with Hurricane Irma in Florida,” Mr. Wil-
son said. Mr. Wilson was directed to one of 
the camps that FEMA had set up to provide food 
and shelter for the victims of the hurricane. This 
was not the first place he had gone to help.
 “I had originally planned to meet up with 
the Cape Coral Fire Company in Southwest Flori-
da.  I went to their largest station and every piece 
of apparatus and personnel were out on calls all 
day long,” he said.
 Mr. Wilson then heard about FEMA, who 
was camped and distributing food and essential 
items to people, set up in nearby Fort Myers. 
 “I stopped up there and they immediately 
put me to work. I was quickly briefed on what 
they had set up by a gentleman named Greg who 
was head of the operation. He was a representative 
of the Florida Emergency Management Agency. I 
was there with the National Guard, Lee County 
Sheriff Department, and a handful of other volun-
teers like myself, helping out. Greg told me this 
was the largest camp of its kind and the largest he 
has ever set up in the state of Florida,” Mr. Wilson 
said.
 Although it was a difficult journey, Mr. 
Wilson seemed satisfied with his trip and contri-
bution to the victims of Irma. His role may have 
been something that many people had, but he 
knows that a little work goes a long way.
 “I would encourage others to help out any 
way they can in the areas affected by the recent 
wildfires and hurricanes. No deed or monetary do-
nation is too small,” he said.
 Mr. Wilson´s decision to take action and 
go to Florida has also opened his eyes.
 “This experience has made me appreciate 
what we do have a great deal more,” he said. 
 America has seen havoc wreaked by natu-
ral disasters in the past months. Although our small 
corner of Pennsylvania isn’t prone to hurricanes, 
we cannot ignore people in need. Mr. Wilson has 
proven that anyone can go to help; anyone can be 
a hero.

By ALEXA LULLO

 How do natural disasters really impact the 
people that experience them? How do you contrib-
ute to the cause of these hurricanes?
  Hurricane Harvey formed on August 17, but 
didn’t make landfall until August 25, hitting Belize, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Windward Islands, Yucatan 
Peninsula, and affecting Louisiana and Texas the 
most. It was the first category four hurricane to hit 
the United States since Hurricane Charley in 2004. 
The hurricane intensified over the Gulf of Mexico 
before hitting Texas. 
 Residents of Texas were urged to evacuate 
their homes before some areas received around 40 
inches of rain over a four day period, which lead to 
major flooding and a great amount of damage. Great-
ly impacting Houston and its surrounding states, the 
hurricane brought a large amount of rainfall, dam-
aging winds, and a strong storm surge. The natural 
disaster caused $70 billion in damage along the path 
of its destruction.
 Several national organizations and celebri-
ties made financial contributions to help Texas in 
the aftermath of Harvey. According to CNN, FEMA 
set up stations days before the Harvey hit, prepared 
to provide meals and water to the residents affected 
by the hurricane. Some well-known celebrities even 
contributed to the cause. Actor Kevin Hart gave 
$50,000 to the Red Cross to help victims and con-
tinued to encourage other celebrities to do the same. 

Houston Texans defensive end J.J Watt started a 
fundraiser effort that raised more than $37 million to 
help the victims from the harvey devastation.
 There are multiple ways you can help the 
victims from Hurricane Harvey. You could donate 
money to The Red Cross or send donations to sup-
port the Salvation Army’s Hurricane Harvey relief 
efforts. There may even be local places or people 
which you could contribute to that are raising money 
to send to help all of the victims. 
 Another storm, Hurricane Irma, hit in the 
Bahamas, Barbuda, Caribbean, Cuba, Florida, Gua-
deloupe, Havana, Leeward Islands, Saint Martins, 
and Turk and Caicos Islands. It is said to be the most 
intense Atlantic hurricane to hit the United States 
since Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Leaving wide-
spread damage, especially in the Northeastern Ca-
ribbean, Irma developed on August 30 by the Cape 
Verde Islands from a tropical wave that had moved 
off the west African coast three days prior. On Sep-
tember 4, the governor of Florida declared a state 
of emergency, and by the evening of September 8, 
thousands of people in Florida had evacuated, mak-
ing it the largest evacuation in the state’s history.
 Hurricane Irma slammed through Florida 
leaving millions without power. With Florida’s tem-
perature lingering around 90 degrees, the lack of 
air conditioning caused many deaths in one nursing 
home in Florida. Irma’s effects will be felt for awhile 
in Florida. Evacuated residents are still returning to 
start rebuilding their homes after the devastation. 

 The most recent hurricane that hit is Hur-
ricane Maria. Maria was the tenth most intense At-
lantic hurricane on record, the worst natural disaster 
in Dominica in its recorded history, and the strongest 
to make landfall in Puerto Rico since 1928. This is 
the second Category 5 in the active 2017 Atlantic 
hurricane season. Hurricane Maria originated from 
a tropical wave that the National Hurricane Center 
started monitoring on September 13, Maria then de-
veloped into a tropical storm on September 16 east 
of the Lesser Antilles. Maria greatly impacted Puer-
to Rico leaving large amounts of damage and power 
loss. A majority of the homes, roads, and vegetation 
across the island is severally damaged or completely 
destroyed. Half of Puerto Rico is still without drink-
ing water. All of these things are causing a potential 
humanitarian crisis. 
 With Maria becoming a Category 5 hurri-
cane, it made the 2017 season the first since 2007 to 
feature two Category 5 hurricanes, and one of only 
six Atlantic hurricane seasons to feature two or more 
Category 5 hurricanes in the satellite era.
 There have been several hurricanes in less 
than a three month period that have demolished 
homes and terrorized people from all around the 
world. There have been many volunteers that have 
been giving their time to help with recovery of each 
hurricane. With all the damage of properties and 
deaths of many people, let’s hope that hurricane sea-
son comes to an end sooner rather than later.

“I have seen a great deal of 
destruction in my years of 
service as a volunteer fire-
man and I thought I was 
prepared to see what I saw 
in Florida, but I can’t even 
describe it to anyone, to do 
it justice.”

- Mr. Mike Wilson

Students  give their thoughts

“I feel sad for the people that a 
bad storm came through and hit 

innocent people destroying homes, 
devastating.”

“I think it’s amazing how close of 
a time period this all happened in. 
It’s so sad and devastating for the 

families. I wish them the best.”

“I’d do anything to help if I could, 
especially donate money.”

“I think it’s honestly so nice of him [Mr. 
Wilson] to do that, if I could get in a plane and 
go over there to help I would. Its honestly so 

inspiring that he would go over there to help.”

With the hurricanes not only affecting 
those in the Gulf  coast region, but the 

entire nation. BAHS students share some 
of  their thoughts on the damage.

Junior Brock Hanscom

Sophomore Maya O’Shea

Senior Allissa McCloskey

Freshman Chris Paloskey
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By JOEY MORRISON

 The Bellefonte Red Raiders 
are currently sitting with a record of 
5-1 in the season, and 3-1 in the Moun-
tain League. This is the best start that 
the Red Raiders have seen in many 
years.
 The team started this year’s 
campaign with a gutty performance 
against Jersey Shore; Bellefonte went 
into the fourth quarter of that game 
down 13-3, but battled back to take the 
game 17-13. 
 “Going into the game we had 
confi dence, but I think winning any 
game will always add more fuel to the 
fi re,” senior wide receiver Cade Fort-
ney said.
 Bellefonte dropped a high 
scoring game to Huntingdon the fol-
lowing week, 52-31. Before the game, 
senior starting quarterback Nick Palos-
key went down with a ruptured appen-
dix. In the week leading up to it, the 
team had a big decision to make; who 
would be their starting quarterback? 
The team landed on senior Dylan Dei-
trich to lead the offense after days of 
exhausting different options in prac-

tice. In his fi rst game at the quarter-
back position, he was 10-16 with 131 
yards, one touchdown, and two inter-
ceptions.
 “That was an interesting week 
of practice that led up to a disappoint-
ing effort by the team. We were hoping 
to come out and play well and the re-
sult we got was certainly not what we 
were hoping for or anticipating. It lit a 
fi re under us to get us going harder in 
the future,” Dylan said. 
 The following week was much 
better for Bellefonte. The team trav-
eled to Philipsburg-Osceola and de-
feated the Mountaineers 42-8 behind 
a strong effort from the team’s offense 
and defense. In his second game at the 
position, Deitrich threw for 102 yards 
with three touchdowns and one inter-
ception.
 “The P.O. game was a big one 
for the team’s confi dence. I, personally, 
felt much better working with the of-
fense and things went more smoothly. 
That game gave us a lot of confi dence 
moving forward, as it reminded us 
that we are a really good team,” Dylan 
said. 
 A signature win for Bellefonte 

was on September 22 when they de-
feated Tyrone 49-14 on Homecoming 
night. This was Bellefonte’s fi rst win 
over Tyrone in over 20 years. 
 On the season, Deitrich has 
thrown for 549 yards with a 60.3% 
completion percentage. He has fi ve 
passing touchdowns and three inter-
ceptions for the season.
 As of October 3, Deitrich is 
also leading the team’s rushing attack 
this year. He has 529 rushing yards on 
on just 57 carries, which works out as 
9.3 yards per carry. He also has six 
rushing touchdowns. 
 The team’s starting running 
back, senior Dexter Gallishaw, has 
run for 316 yards on 62 carries with 
four touchdowns. Bellefonte has 1,246 
rushing yards on the season, relative 
to their 557 passing yards; in modern 
football, that is a very heavy run-to-
pass ratio. Bellefonteś run game is es-
sential to the offense.
 “The running game is very im-
portant for our offense. When the of-
fensive line is able to push the defense, 
it gives us confi dence. The run sets 
up the pass, starting senior defensive 
tackle Andrew Davidson said. 

 Cade is the team’s leading re-
ceiver this year. He has 17 receptions 
for 312 yards and fi ve touchdowns. 
 “Good blocking from the line 
that gives the quarterback time to 
read the coverage, and a good quar-
terback that throws good balls [allow 
me to catch touchdowns], because it 
makes my job easier,” Cade said. 
 Senior linebacker Steve 
Kutches is the leader of the team’s 
defense this year, and he is leading 
the team with 53 tackles.. Senior 
linebacker Dexter Gallishaw has 29 
tackles, which ranks second on the 
team. 
 Bellefonte’s defense has 10 
sacks on the season, with four com-
ing from Kutches. Gallishaw has 
three, while sophomore linebacker 
CJ Funk has two. 
 The defense has two inter-
ceptions apiece from Fortney and 
Funk. Those two are two key cogs of 
the Bellefonte secondary.
 As of press time, Bellefonte’s 
next game will be on October 6 as 
the Red Raiders host the Penns Val-
ley Rams on Senior Night. 

Red Raider football rolling through the opponents

Sophomore CJ Funk  intercepts the ball at the Homecoming Game against Clearfi eld on September 30. 
 (Photo by LaBelle Staff)

By ANDREW HOWE

 The 2017-2018 NFL sea-
son is upon us, so it is time for 
everyone to be gearing up and 
making predictions. The Red and 
White Sports Staff asked some 
BAHS students for their thoughts 
on the season:

What teams will be going to the 
Super Bowl and who will win it 
all?

“Patriots and Falcons with a Fal-
cons victory,” junior Noah Heiser 
said. 

“Steelers and Packers with a 
Steelers blowout,” freshman 
Trevor Mauk said. 

NFL MVP?

“Derek Carr, best quarterback 
in the league,” junior Brandon 
Pacella said. 

“Le’veon Bell because he’s the 
best [running] back in the league,” 
freshman Logan Houser said. 

NFL Offensive Rookie of the 
year?

“Kareem Hunt because he’s going 
to be a beast,” sophomore Aaron 
Little said. 

“Joe Mixon, because he has a 
cool name and was pretty good in 
college,” junior Tyler Goodman 
said. 

NFL Defensive Rookie of the 
year?

“Myles Garrett but only if he can 
stay healthy,” senior Caleb Put-
nam said. 

“Jabrill Peppers because he is 
such an elusive player and could 
make some big plays, cause a lot 
of fumbles, make a ton of tackles 
and have plenty of interceptions,” 
freshman Jalen Emel said. 

Offensive Player of the year?

“Le’veon Bell because he’s play-
ing with a team that has a lot of 
potential and has always been 
a reliable running back,” senior 
Matthew Fultz said. 

“Antonio Brown because he’s one 
of the most talented wide receiv-
ers in the league, he should also 
get some really big numbers too,” 
sophomore Annalee Caprio said. 

Defensive player of the year?

“JJ Watt because he’s going to be 
a beast coming back from injury,” 
senior Zach Matsko said. 

“James Harrison because he’s 
old and proved himself for many 
years,¨ sophomore Tyler Benner 
said. 

R&W’s 
NFL 

predictions

BHS Football Beats Records
Senior, Dylan Deitrich met a school record with 6 touchdowns and 36 points scored in one game. 
Dylan is currently tied with Cameron Heverly who had 6 touchdowns and 36 points scored in one 
game in 1926.

Senior, Cade Fortney has 1,003 career receiving yards and is the 7th player in school history to 
achieve this record.

Senior, Dylan Deitrich has the school record for most rushing yards in a game by a quarterback with 
203 yards, as the previous record was by Joe Menna who had 164 yards in 1966 in Bellefonte vs Lock 
Haven.

55 points scored by Bellefonte against Clearfi eld. Both teams combined for 956 offensive yards, 
which is the second most ever in school history. The fi rst being the combined offense of 1,242 yards 
set versus Indian Valley in 2006.

Athletes of the Issue
Girls Soccer : Mallorie Smith          Volleyball: Anna Rutecki
Boys Soccer: Daniel Catchmark          Football: Dylan Deitrich 

Boys Golf: Cameron McKee          Girls Cross Country: Amber Shirey
Girls Golf: Cassie Vogel           Boys Cross Country: Brett Pope

BY DANTE NELSON

 For many Penn State fans, 
the date September 9 carried a lot of 
meaning after the Penn State Nittany 
Lions lost by a fi eld goal to the Pitts-
burgh Panthers in September of 2016. 
But 33-14 carried even more meaning 
when Penn State defeated Pitt on Sep-
tember 9, of this year, sending a mes-
sage to the Pittsburgh community that 
Penn State is #Unrivaled.
 Historically, the Pennsylvania 
State University and the University of 
Pittsburgh have been very competitive 
towards each other, but there was a 16 
year time frame where their football 
teams didn’t play each other up until 
2016. 
 Saturday brought perfect 
weather for a football game in Happy 
Valley, and the 109,898 crowd atten-
dance brought the hype inside Beaver 
Stadium to the max. The crowd atten-
dance for this game was the highest 
recorded since 2009.
 Going into the game, high 
stress was amongst the players and 
even the fans. The Nittany Lions need-
ed to reclaim their dominance over 
Pittsburgh after a 42-39 loss last year. 
 After beating the Akron Zips 
52-0, Penn State was predicted to beat 
Pitt with a 93 percent chance of vic-
tory by ESPN sports analysts.
  In a Big 10 post game confer-

ence, Penn State Head Coach James 
Franklin fi red shots at the Panthers, 
comparing the win to a victory in the 
previous week.
 “I know last year for their win 
it was like the Super Bowl, but for 
us this was just like beating Akron,” 
James Franklin said.
 This furthermore proves a 
point that the matchup between Penn 
State and Pitt has very little impact 
on Penn State’s schedule, as it was an 
easy win. 
 This performance was not 
typical of Penn State’s offense. It was 
clear that there was a disconnection 
between the offense during the ma-
jority of the game. Penn State quar-
terback Trace McSorley also threw a 
lot of passses intended for wide open 
receivers that were uncatchable.
  McSorley lead the team in 
passing yards with 164 yards in 15 
completions out of 28 attempts and 3 
touchdown passes. Running back Sa-
quon Barkley lead the team in both 
rushing and receiving yards, with 88 
yards rushing for 14 carries, 45 receiv-
ing yards and two touchdowns. 
 Although the offense did not 
play their best game statistically, the 
defense did a great job at allowing 
only one touchdown, and holding Pitt 
to two fi eld goals, and a safety that the 
Penn State’s offense gave up during 
the fourth quarter. The Panthers had 

a higher amount of total yardage (342 
yards to 312 yards), but it was very 
diffi cult for them to score on the Nit-
tany Lions’ defense.
 Bellefonte Area High School 
science teacher Mr. Chris Freidhoff 
and government teacher Mr. Matthew 
Martin were both in attendance at the 
game, and tailgated with the Penn 
State Athletics Corporate Hospitality 
Village. 
 “I always enjoy the Penn 
State - Pitt Game, and have gone to 
these games since the 1980s… As al-
ways, the crowd was electric because 
the game means so much to both fan 
bases,” Mr. Martin said.
In the end, the game worked out in fa-
vor for Mr. Martin, but not quite for 
Mr. Friedhoff.
 “I thought there was a small 
chance that Pitt could win. To be hon-
est though, I thought Penn State would 
score more points than they did. I also 
thought Pitt would score more than 
14, but they are having trouble scoring 
since then,” Mr. Freidhoff said.
 In September of 2018, the Nit-
tany  Lions will be traveling to play 
the Panthers on Heinz Field, hopefully 
to take another victory just like their 
victory against Akron in 2017.
 “The rivalry has so much his-
tory and should be played on a yearly 
basis for the football fans of the state 
of Pennsylvania,” Mr. Martin said. 

Hail to Pitt or Hail to the Lion?
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Chasing the repeat
By JASMINE KOZEL

         The Bellefonte Area High 
School’s boy’s varsity soccer team is 
kickin’, attackin’, passin’ and clear-
in’ through the 2017- 2018 soccer 
season. 
Head Coach Scott Martz, with the 
help of John Boatman, continue to 
lead the team into a successful sea-
son fi lled with victory and achieve-
ment.
         Compared to last season, the 
boys have many things they would 
like to excel in this year, all revolv-
ing around the three words of ‘work-
ing our hardest.’
         Seniors this season include 
defensmen Antonio Voner, Richard 
“Slick Rick” Methven, Ryan Houser, 
Nolan Fulton, and Zac Stone. Mid-
fi elders include Nathan Smith, Jacob 
Rudloff, Gavin Lyons, Seth Johnson, 
and Edward Fitzgerald. Forwards are 
Daniel Catchmark and Noah Nadol-
sky with goalie Josh Gaus. Juniors 
Joey Maggs, Evan Nyquist, Andrew 
Schomer, and Moryelle (Momo) Fer-
nandez along with help of sophomore 
Shane Cronin join the many seniors 
to play on the varsity team as well. 
        Last year, the Bellefonte soccer 
team won the Mountain League, and 
are striving for another championship 
this season. On September 26, the 
team defeated Bald Eagle Area put-
ting them in fi rst place of the Moun-
tain League conference once more, a 
position they still hold as of October 
6. They also hold fi rst place for Dis-

trict 6’s AAA division after beating 
Hollidaysburg 1-0 on October 5. 
“We have a great team this year 
and we expect to win the Mountain 
League. Personally, I always want to 
get better and better, but ultimately it 
is about helping the team win games 
and win districts,” Evan Nyquist 
said. 
Fellow senior Zac Stone’s personal 
goals include, “leading the team to 
the league title and winning the dis-
trict championship.”
         So far the team has a total 
record of 10-3-0 (10-1 Mountain 
League).
Last season, Noah Nadolsky was the 
team’s lead goalie but switched to a 
fi eld position for the 2017-18 season. 
This year, Josh Gaus leads the team 
from the net as starting goalie. 
“I expect for our team to compete 
every game and have fun playing to-
gether. Some strengths of the team is 
our speed and our defense is a pretty 
solid group,” Gaus said, before add-
ing his hopes for a Mountain League 
and District title. He also hopes to 
assist the defense to several shut-out 
games. 
         With new incomers to the 
team, the upperclassmen are pur-
poseful in being mentors for the less 
experienced players on the soccer 
team. The mentoring leads to a team 
that is very accepting and more than 
willing to help a player out when in 
need. 
“My advice to any player is to work 
hard. You need to put in the time in 

order to be the best. I wouldn’t be 
anywhere close to the player I am to-
day without it,” Zac Stone said.
         The team not only has skilled 
individuals and a group that works 
well together, but also the all too 
important mindset needed when it 
comes to the game of soccer.
         “I go into every game expect-
ing a win. I think that’s the mindset 
every player should have.” Zac Stone 
said.      
         Thursday, October 12 will 
mark the last home game of the sea-
son for the Red Raiders as they take 
on Tyrone for a Senior Night show-
down. 

Top: Senior Zac Stone defends. Left: Junior Joey Maggs bumps the 
ball. Right: Senior Josh Gaus kicks. (Photos by Jasmine Kozel)

Bellefonte Volleyball
 looking to make strides with new coach

BY MADALYN MORELLI

 Fall is here. The weather is 
getting colder, and the leaves are 
changing - and Bellefonte’s volley-
ball coach has changed as well. 
 This season, the Lady Raid-
ers are being led by coach Megan 
Flick, who has switched lanes since 
coaching at Bald Eagle last year. 
 “I think our coach is really 
good this year. She came from Bald 
Eagle and they’re district champi-
ons, so maybe there’s a chance for 
us at districts,” sophomore Madilyn 
Dreese said. 
 The coach is not the only 
person that girls on the team look to 
for leadership; they also look to the 
seniors.
 “They’re really nice. 
They’re super understanding and 
helpful when it comes to practices,” 
Madilyn said. 
 The seniors are looking for-
ward to their last year as a Lady 
Raider, but there are some parts of 
the season they are especially ex-
cited for.
 “I’m looking forward to cel-
ebrating our wins as a team,” senior 

Drew Nixdorf said. 
 Of course, to win games, 
you have to keep improving as the 
season goes on. 
 “We defi nitely need to work 
on our passing. I think we can im-
prove that by doing drills and other 
stuff,” Drew said.
  Improvement might be 
needed, but when it comes to poten-
tial, that isn’t something the team 
falls short on.
 “I think we have a lot of en-
ergy and a lot of potential. We are 
all determined to get better. There’s 
always room for improvement, but 
we want to make that improve-
ment,” Madilyn said.
 Of course, improvement 
comes best when a team is bonded 
and close knit. The Lady Raiders 
have made it a priority this year to 
make sure the team bond is unbreak-
able. 
 “We have a lot of group out-
ings. We go out to eat and stuff like 
that,” Drew said. 
 The team’s “drama-free” at-
mosphere contributes to the bond of 
the team. The teammates try to be 
quite supportive of one another.

 “There isn’t really any drama 
on the team. We are all good friends 
and we all really like each other. 
There, of course, is the natural com-
petition. I mean, we are a bunch of 
teenagers, but we get through it. In 
the end we do what we can to sup-
port each other,” Madilyn said. 
 The expectations among 
the players for this season are quite 
high. 
 “I do expect us to win a lot. 
I don’t know how many games we 
could win, but I think we are going 
to do good this season,” Madilyn 
said. 
 Although expectations may 
be high, the goal in the end is al-
ways to have fun.
 “I do expect us to win a lot. 
But, I want us to play fair and have 
fun as a team,” Drew said. 
 The Lady Raiders are look-
ing forward to a good volleyball 
season this year, with lots of im-
provement. 

Anna Rutecki serves the ball. 
(Photo by Lia Miner and Keri 
Carroll)

Bellefonte girls going for glory
By DANTE NELSON

 As the 2017 school year is 
kicking off to a good start, the Lady 
Raiders are shredding their way 
through their season with six wins and 
three losses in their conference. The 
team has many signature wins, includ-
ing a win over Clearfi eld by a score 
of 7-1. This year, 27 girls are a part of 
this family, and only fi ve seniors were 
lost from last year. Lead by longtime 
Head Coach Mrs. Stacey Miller, the 
girls plan to accomplish big things this 
year.
 “We want to become Moun-
tain League champions, play every 
game like it’s our last, and win our 
district title,” senior goalie and team 
captain Gabbie Pighetti said.
 Consequently, the Lady Raid-
ers soccer team at Bellefonte High 
School haven’t won a District 6 Cham-
pionship game in all of their history. 
This may be the year they break Belle-
fonte Soccer History. 
 Athleticism is always an im-
portant quality that a team needs to 
thrive, but not the only quality that is 
needed for succession. The athletes 
need to have chemistry, and be in sync 
with each other; as a whole this bond-
age makes the game fl ow freely and 
wins games. Fortunately, the Lady 
Raiders are hunting down opponents 
together as a family.
 “This year compared to last, I 
feel that we will go farther than we did 

last year. This year we are really work-
ing as one. I think that our teamwork 
will help us get farther,” sophomore 
Mackenzie Hubbs said. 
 The uniqueness of this team in 
Stacey Miller’s coaching career may 
leave an advantage point compared 
to past soccer teams in Bellefonte his-
tory. 
 “This  team is by far the best 
group of attitudes I’ve had. If they are 
not successful, it won’t be for lack of 
trying. They have a lot of heart and are 
very coachable,” Coach Miller said.
 Being very coachable will 
lead to other qualities that makes the 
overall experience of the season great.

 “Our strengths as a team I be-
lieve are holding each other account-
able and being positive all the time,” 
junior Maddie Polkinghorn said. 
 Although not all teams are 
perfect especially at the start of the 
season, the girls have some room for 
slight improvement. 
 On September 7, the girls 
played Penns Valley, a rival they lost 
to last year. The Lady Raiders pulled 
out a victory in double overtime. Mad-
die Morrelli’s scoring in the last 14 
seconds made the fi nal score 3-2. 
 “First of all we fought the 
whole game and we lost our very fi rst 
game. We really needed a win in order 

to move up in the ranks and Penns Val-
ley has always been a diffi cult com-
petitor for as long as I’ve been here at 
least,” junior Carolyn Seibel said. 
 After this win for Bellefonte, 
Penns Valley came back to Bellefon-
te’s turf on October 3, 2017 and beat 
Bellefonte 1-0.
 “Each and everyone of us 
has it in our hearts to give 110% each 
game,” Maddie Polkinghorn said. 
 The girls took on Clearfi eld 
on October 5 and won 5-1. As of press 
time, the girls’ next game will be at 
Bedford on Saturday, October 7.

Senior Lynnsey Kauffman takes the ball down the fi eld against Bald Eagle on September 25.  (Photo by Lia Miner)
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Congratulate these Radical Raiders
Ashley Harter; caring, responsible, helpful 
around the entire school building, &  respect-
ful to staff.

Junior Hannah Patterson for demonstrating ex-
cellent enthusiasim and being an amazing and 
thoughtful person.

Junior Max Kroell for reaching out to everyone 
in the hallways with a simple, “Hello!”

Senior Cam McKee for being kind and won-
derful, and an overall good role model for his 
peers. Keep spreading the cheer.

Junior Amelia Miller for being Runner-Up Grange 
Fair Queen.

Micah Heckathorne for excelling in his studies and 
playing percussion in the Marching Band.  

Sophomore Karalee Tedrow for going above and 
beyond in her academics.

Cheerleaders bring PRIDE to BAHS
BY MADALYN MORELLI 

 We’re knee deep in football season. This 
means that student sections are in their prime and 
the students are representing their school’s colors. 
School spirit does not fade when football season 
ends; the cheerleaders make sure that Bellefonte 
pride is here to stay. 
 “We make signs and wear our uniforms to 
promote our school,” Coach Prestie “Skip” Head-
ings said.
 Cheerleaders are also becoming more in-
volved with student groups to try and get the Raiders 
hyped to cheer on teams at all BAHS events. 
 “Recently we are leading a pep rally in the 
school to get the students and teachers excited for 

the homecoming game on September 29th. We also 
make banners to hang around the school to remind 
students of the football games Friday nights,” senior 
Alison Spratt said.
 Strong Bellefonte pride is a result of a strong 
team environment. To have a strong team environ-
ment you need a close-knit team.
 “I love my team and everyone on it. We are 
like a family. Everyone loves each other and we are 
all friends,” freshman Lilli Poulin said.
 The team is extremely connected to one an-
other. Now, how exactly did they bond? How did the 
team as a whole manage to become so strong?
 “We like to do everything together and in-
clude everyone so no one feels left out. Whether it 
be learning a new dance, trying new stunts, or the 

bus rides to away games we always try to make it 
fun. We also do each other’s makeup and hair before 
games and eat together. The seniors and I want our 
cheer team to be inclusive and a family together,” 
Alison said. 
 Everyone on the team looks forward to 
events. For certain cheerleaders, certain events get 
them more hyped up than others.
 “I enjoy watching the team perform well and 
continue to be positive role models,” Coach Head-
ings said. 
 For some, it’s game days that get them ex-
cited.
 “Fridays are fun because we usually get to 
wear our uniforms and spread school spirit,” Lilli 
said. 
 With homecoming behind them, the cheer-
leaders enjoy the bringing the cheer for the festivi-
ites. It’s the “crown jewel” of Raider pride.
 “My favorite game by far was the homecom-
ing I got to cheer with my friends who’ve graduated 
in the past because I missed them so much,”  senior 
Kiara VonGunden said. 
 The seniors have taken on a real role of lead-
ership this year.
 “When I was a freshman, I looked up to the 
seniors and wanted to model myself after them. They 
were my role models, so I hope to be seen as a good 
role model for the girls and guy on my team. Being 
a good role model is showing that you can be a great 
cheerleader but also excel in academics and get in-
volved with other activities and clubs,” Alison said. 
 This leadership also helps get the team ex-
cited for sporting events.
 “The team has a meal before every game and 
then they get ready together and we practice before 
each game,” Coach Headings said. 
 When it comes to obstacles, the team moves 
past them pretty easily. It seems to be smooth sailing 
on the cheer squad.
 “We have always been open to the girls and 
that if they ever have a problem with school or with 
gossip and drama, we would be there for them as 
someone to talk to and get help from. High school 
is tough but it’s better when you have a team always 

Bellefonte Golf tees off
By AMAYA ROTHROCK  
 
 The Bellefonte Area High School’s boys and 
girls golf teams are wrapping up their season. The 
boys’ finished the season at 10-20, while the girls’ 
stand at 6-6. The boys had a total of fifteen players 
and the girls team had ten. 
 Senior team captain Cameron Mckee has 
been on the team since his freshman year. He be-
lieves the team had a good season because of each 
member’s personal goal to improve himself.
 “When I see my teammates improving, it is 
good for them, but it’s also good for the team,” he 
said. 
 Cameron thinks positively about the team 
and challenged himself along with the rest of the 
team to always play their best. 
 “I think any team should have the mindset 
that they will have a good season. We had a rocky 
start to the season with only three wins, but with the 
way the team is improving and playing, there should 
be more wins to come. I think a good season is rela-
tive to every team so for us my goal is to consistently 
shoot under 385. I hope to make this goal harder by 
the end of the season,” Cameron said. 
 Along with Cameron, physics teacher Mr. 
Kevin Harman looks forward to golf matches. He 
has been coaching for seven years and enjoys his po-
sition as coach.
 “We have a great group of guys who come 
ready to work and learn. Our seniors are showing 
key leadership and we have a lot of new team mem-
bers who bring great energy to the team,” Mr. Har-
man said. 
 He really likes seeing returning golfers help 

the new members. Together, they are helping each 
other get better at golfing and they’re learning new 
things. The boys all work well as a team. 
 Both seniors Adam Armstrong and Payne 
McCartney qualified for a sectional tournament at 
Sinking Valley, and Adam ended the season as a Dis-
trict 6 qualifier.
 The girls’ golf team ended their season 
strong with a league record of 7-5. They attribute 
their success because of the great bond they share, 
which helps each other improve their skills on the 
green. 
 Freshman Sara Rados enjoyed the season. 
This is her first year playing golf and is very new to 
the sport. She really likes practicing with her team-
mates and having fun at matches.
 “Before joining the team, my dad had taken 
me to a few courses and I had a lot of fun so I de-
cided to join the team,” Sara said. 
 She has had a great time since joining the 
team and had nothing negative to say about the 
sport. 
 “Golf isn’t really a team sport, but our team 
has a strong bond because of how much time we 
spend together on the course at practice,” Sara said.
 She encourages others to join because of 
how much fun she has had this season. It’s a new ex-
perience for her as well as others on the team. They 
have learned to work together and she has made new 
friends from the team. 
 “Join the golf team. I know it’s known to be 
a boring sport, but we all have a lot of fun at prac-
ticed and at matches,” Sara said. 
 The girls’ coach, elementary band director 
Miss Jayme Zimmerman, has been enjoying this sea-

son of golf. She has been coaching for a total of four 
years. She said that the team has been making a lot 
of progress as the season goes on. She also said that 
the team tries their best and works well together. 
 “I’m really enjoying this group of girls. The 
amount of progress they have shown is encouraging. 
It’s nice to see some of our girls reach their poten-
tial,” Miss Zimmerman said. 
  She loves to see the older and more ex-
perienced girls help the others improve. The team 
encourages others to do their best and they’re not 
competitive when playing one another. 
 Since golf is such an individualized sport, 
Miss Zimmerman said, “it’s hard to keep a team 
mentality. The only time we really have the opportu-
nity to watch each other play is during practice.”
 The girls’ team captain is senior, Cassandra 
Vogel. She is also a returning golfer. She joined the 
team again because she loves the sport and she liked 
her team last year. She also believes that the team 
is doing well this season and is very proud of the 
group.
 “I am very proud of all the girls for wanting 
to work hard to improve their games as well as main-
taining a positive attitude while doing so.”Cassandra 
said.
 Cassandra believes the team works well to-
gether because they’re familiar with each other from 
other school activities like Marching Band, and be-
cause their personalities are similar. She is excited 
for the season and what it holds for them. Cassandra 
was named the Mountain League Girls Golf All-
Star.

The Cheerleading Team cheers at football games every Friday night. (Photo by Coach 
Headings)

By HALEY CAMERON & 
ALLISON IVICIC

 As with any good sports team, 
the seasons change with the years 
that come. Whether it be uniforms, 
practice times, activities, or coach-
es, the team is modifying based on 
their needs, and what needs to be im-
proved upon. For the Bellefonte Area 
High School’s Girl’s and Boy’s Cross 
Country teams, this change comes in 
the form of a new coach.
 This year, video production 
teacher Mrs. Carla Cipro serves as the 
team’s head coach with Bob “Silk” 
Sutherland as assistant coach. Mrs. 
Cipro jumped right into her position 
as coach and set a few goals for the 
team this year.
 “Collectively, I would for ev-
ery athlete to achieve a PR(personal 
record) this season. I would also like 
the team to place well in the Moun-
tain League,” said Mrs. Cipro
 In order to perform well in the 
Mountain League, each athlete needs 
to do well in their  5K, approximately 
3.2 mile, races. Each race is complet-
ed in about half an hour by the time 

the last person has finished. There are 
various meets such as invitationals, 
but then there are regular duel meets 
where there are 2 to 3 teams racing at 
a time. 
 Mrs. Cipro’s coaching style 
has led the team into many improve-
ments that will hopefully continue 
throughout the season. Improvement 
throughout the Cross Country season 
is most visible through records that 
are broken throughout the season and 
has BAHS broke many records this 
year already.
 For example, senior Brett 
Pope broke the course record for the 
Bellefonte Cross Country course in 
17:22 minutes. As the runners con-
tinue to push through the season, they 
hope to break many more goals they 
have set for themselves. 
 “I want to stay the second 
fastest on the team and set a founda-
tion for my team” senior, Cole Hovis 
said. 
 As for now Hovis has a time 
of 17:56 minutes for the 3.2 mile 
race.
 Freshman Sadie Belskey 
ran for the Bellefonte Area Middle 

School’s program for the past three 
years, and now runs for the high 
school team. Her goals include work-
ing better as a team,
 “As a whole, our team could 
probably work on our endurance and 
our ability to stick together on team 
runs because everybody is on their 
own, different level. Middle school 
and high school cross country are 
very different, although they are both 
very difficult,” Sadie said.
 Cole helps lead the boy’s team 
with other co-captains, Zach Covone, 
Brett Pope, and Connor Richey, while 
Andrea Linn and Amber Shirey lead 
the girls’ team. 
 Shirey, a sophomore, has been 
running track and cross country since 
the 7th grade. Her biggest personal 
goal is to improve her running times. 
 “One of my personal goals 
is to get under 20 minutes in a cross 
country race,” she said.
 As a captain, she is also mo-
tivated to make sure her team reaches 
success.
 “I want our team to stay to-
gether and not talk behind anyone’s 
back, or [create] drama that normally 

goes on,” she said.
 With many wins, personal re-
cords, and goals already achieved the 
new season is looking brighter than 
ever and the team should be looking 
forward to the future.

Cross Country in for the long haul

Senior Brett Pope making his fi-
nal push. (Photo by Allison Ivicic)


